Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 7 p.m.
Goal-Setting Meeting:
Thursday, Jan. 26, 6 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 30, 7 P-M. (special Meeting)

Monday, Feb. 6, 7 P-M. (regular Meeting)
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 13, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Library

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Large Home

By Sophie Braccini

wo years ago a family liv-

ing on a small ranch house
at 287 Rheem Blvd. filed an ap-
plication to remodel. After sev-
eral approvals, appeals, and new
designs they finally received a
final authorization from the plan-
ning commission, after having
reduced the size of their home,
moved the garage from one side
to the other, and removed the
second story.

When the family first applied,
their project was a two-story
over-5,000-square-foot Spanish-
style home. Over the course of
the two years, the planning com-
missioners highlighted and re-
fined what rules property owners
should follow when proposing
a large remodel and new devel-

Finally Approved On Rheem Boulevard

opment in an existing neighbor-
hood.

The proposed home did not
exceed the maximum size deter-
mined by the Moraga code, sim-
ply because there was no rule at
the time for parcels over 20,000
square feet. However, the com-
missioners considered guidelines
in the code that require develop-
ment to minimize visual impacts
on scenic corridors: that Rheem
Boulevard is one of these, that
the new structure be compatible
with neighboring residences, that
the project not affect the property
values of neighboring residences,
and for this specific location that
it would limit shading and pri-
vacy impacts to the neighboring
homes.

The neighborhood of the pro-
posed residence is made of ranch
style homes in the 2,000-square-
foot-range, all of them one-story.
The proposed two stories would
have obscured the view of the
Campolindo ridge while travel-
ing on the boulevard, and the
way the home was designed, its
neighbors to the east would have
lost their privacy and several
hours of afternoon sun with the
two stories and garage looming
over their property.

The owners of the potential
remodel tried different iterations
and alterations, but it was not
until they got rid of the second
story, moved the new garage to
the west, and reduced the size
of their house to just over 4,000

square feet that they received
their approval.

Some neighbors still com-
plained that the Spanish-style
and size was out of character with
their neighborhood. But the com-
missioners were pleased with the
changes and simply asked that
the house be painted in a beige
color so as not to stand out.

The most impacted neighbor
voiced his satisfaction over the
changes, and expressed compas-
sion for the family that had to go
through such a long process. He
regretted that the rules and guide-
lines had not been made clear to
them from the start.

Moraga
Police
Report

Jan. 3 to Jan. 10

01/04 Fraud

A victim notified police of

an unauthorized charge of
approximately $60 for women’s
clothing on an infrequently used
bank card. The bank removed
the charges, but probably not the
clothing...

01/04 Traffic Accident

01/10 Larceny

One car hit another while the
first was stopped for foot traffic
at an uncontrolled crosswalk.
Drivers, passengers and
pedestrians were all unhurt.

Shifty thief at work: a sad unchained
melody played out when Moraga
police took the report of a bicycle
theft from Saint Mary’s College
during the month of December. It
was locked in a rack, but unattended,
and that spoke volumes...

Alarms:

01/05 Round Table Pizza
01/05 200 block Rheem Blvd.
01/05  address not listed

01/06
01/09

address not listed
address not listed
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is Pleased to Announce

Our Association with Jim Colhoun in Our Orinda Office

Experience The Difference

Jim Colhoun

925.200.2795

jim@apr.com
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